THE    VENNER    CRIME               179
agrees, I'll get him to use a little persuasion with that
bank manager you saw. The one who refused you in-
formation about Vernier's account."
" The manager of the Farringdon Street branch of
the London and Kensington? He's a bit of a tough nut
to crack/*
" Never mind. He'll have to cough up a few particu-
lars about his client. You see what I'm after, don't you?
Venner's been missing now for three months, as you
say. If he's still alive, what has he been doing for money
all this time? Has he been drawing on his account?
If so, Faversham is right. He's merely lying low for
reasons of his own, and it's none of our business. But
if he hasn't, if the bank has heard nothing of him since
November, things begin to look a bit queer, don't
they?"
Hanslet and Jarrold spent some little time longer, dis-
cussing plans of campaign. The pair returned to Scot-
land Yard, where Hanslet interviewed the Assistant
Commissioner, to whom he imparted Ms suspicions.
The Assistant Commissioner was sceptical. " It's
an ingenious theory, Hanslet/1 he said. ** Smart of you
to think of looking at that poison book, very. And there
are certainly coincidences in dates. But that girl is
"deucedly clever if she contrived to poison her brother
and dispose of his body, single-handed/'
" We might find the body, sir, if we had a hint where
to look for it/" Hanslet replied darkly,
" H'm, yes, if there is a body. But your scheme for
tackling the bank isn't a bad one. As you say, it'll give
us an idea of what's happened to this chap Venner. And
now we can put up some sort of case. I tell you what
Til do, I'll get in touch with the head office of the bank.
I'll tell them, as vaguely as I can, that we have reason
to suspect that Venner's disappearance was due to foul
plav. Under the circumstances, we should be very